I recently took my kidsto see Thelncredibles. Weall thoroughly enjoyed themovie
and it inspired a unique conversation on the way home. Courtney asked the
question, “If you could be any super hero, which one would you be and why?” As
| listened to my kids answer, | began to wonder if my youthful obsession with
running around the house with a towel around my neck, pretending to be a super
hero, was somehow connected to a God-given desire within every human being to
transcend the ordinary. It can be exciting to imagine escaping the mundane and
considering for a moment what life might be like if we were equipped with
supernatural power; power to overcome obstacles and to discover an extra source
of needed energy, far beyond what one more trip to Starbucks can provide.

| wonder if this dynamic that is at work below the surface is God’s Spirit inviting
usto lean into dependence on His supernatural power? Whenlife' s strugglescome
and wefeel like mild mannered, ordinary ‘ Clark Kent’, thereisanother cry beneath
the surface of our being that whispers, “ | was made for far more than smply living
one day after another - | was designed by God to thrive!” If only it was as easy as
slipping into a phone booth and exiting moments later transformed and ready to
tackle the greatest challenges that stand in front of us!

My day to day life does not, on the surface, mirror thelife of
a super hero. The closest | come to saying, “up, up and
away” is when | am climbing into airplanes to travel to
different places where | have been given opportunities to
train others, be stretched, learn and teach what | believe God
would have me communicate. | interact with church youth
pastors, Young Life staff, full time Christian workers and
anyone else that God placesin my path to communicate with
- that iswhat | do with half of my time. Then, | land back in
Charlotte, take off the cape and return home as a different
version of ‘Clark Kent’. My version looks more like Michael Keaton in his 1980®
film, “Mr. Mom”. My Daily Planet is cooking meals, doing laundry, chauffeuring
the kids back and forth to school & sports, helping with homework and then
juggling my administrative responsibilitiesfor Endurance L eadership whilethekids
areinschool. | realizethat my ‘Clark Kent’ role usually requires more super hero
ability than my time on theroad. There are dayswhen | wish | could just dip into
atelephone booth for instant transformation. Don’'t we all?

Thisidea of transformation, becoming who God has created us to be, has been on
my mind often this past year. As my ministry has grown beyond training and
communicating with youthleaders, to speaking on men’ sweekends, churchretreats,
communicating to mechanics at Joe Gibbs Racing or whatever opportunity God
provides, | believe that transformation has been the common thread. When | am
asking a group of youth leaders or mechanics what their common struggles are in
life and how | might be able to help minister to their group - the desire for
transformation usually floats to the surface in their initial response. Each group’s
obstacles may vary, but thedesire remainsthe same. What doesour transformation
telephone booth look like?

For me it has been escaping for a run or into a coffee shop with my Bible and
journal. | realizethat | do not have what it takes to live the life God has called me
to live without the empowerment of His Spirit. The question that has been a
tremendous challenge to me has been, “Is the life that | am challenging others to
livethelifethat | am actualy living?’  (Article continued on reverse side)
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“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for men (Col. 3:23).”

Exciting news.. The ministry of Endurance
Leadership has just crossed the one-year mark in our
mission of training, equipping and inspiring believers
to go the distance for Christ in leadership! Starting a
new ministry is fraught with challenges similar to
starting a new business. Experts say that you must
survive the first few yearsto makeit in the long haul.
But the vast magjority of companies and ministries do
not even weather the first year. It isworth celebrating
and giving thanks to God for His provision this year!

| must admit, there have been some difficult points
when | was not sureif the expenseswould be met. Y et
God has aways remained faithful and has provided
through helpful partnerslike yourself. | want to thank
you for your prayers and encouragement, and for the
sacrificial giving that has made this ministry possible.
You have been a tremendous encouragement to me
and | am grateful!  (Continued on reverse side)

Please Note for Contributions
All gifts are tax deductible and should be made
payable to “Endurance Leadership.” Please
compl ete enclosed form and send to:
Endurance L eader ship
7900-D Stevens Mill Rd, #150
Matthews, NC 28104
(704) 363-6903
will@endurancel eadership.org

www.endurancel eadership.org




Consider making a contribution before December 31%.

If you have not done so already, consider making Endurance Leadership one of the ministries that you support on a
monthly basis—financially and in prayer.

Check to seeif your company has a matching gift program for which EL would qualify.

Ask your Church to consider supporting this ministry, or if they need guest speakers or consulting services.

Introduce us to any foundations or individual s you know that might be interested in helping to advance the kingdom of
God in thisvital way.

| thank God for the ministry opportunities and changed lives this past year and | am thrilled about the impact that will comein
the years ahead. Never has the need been greater and never has the opportunity been better. Thanks for your part on this team!

Launch the training for youth workers in Northern
VA and in Charlotte, NC.

Train youth workers from different denominations
here on the east coast and out west.

Consult with churchesthat are seeking to reorganize
their youth ministry vision and staff.

! Continue serving Young Life by training staff who
HXWo are preparing to minister to teenagers overseas.
Work with churches, youth leaders and teenagersin
America, Snveden, Costa Rica, Ireland and England.

Whether | am speaking to a thousand youth workers or
communicating nonverbally to my four children, the challenge
remainsthe same. When | carve out thetimeto clear my mind
of all that can overwhelm, being honest and entirely open with
God about my struggles, | usualy find just enough strength
and direction for the day. When | neglect that time or am
tempted to skimp on my time with Christ, my heart quickly
sours. Inturn, | have little to offer my kids or the people |
work with. Inthe culture that you and | livein today, | believe
busynessis the great enemy of our life with Christ. We must
then be ruthless about carving out timeto tap into theonly One
that can offer the authentic supernatural power and direction

that every human truly desires.

Have a Merry Christmas!




